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1. Good neighbourliness is a legal principle, producing specific rights and duties for 
states in international law. 
 
2. The implementation of the good neighbourliness principle in accordance with 
international law rests on equal treatment of states before the law. 
 
3. The all-embracing nature of the good neighbourliness principle provides for its 
application in many different, if not all fields where the duties and rights of states 
manifest themselves.  
 
4. The functioning of the good neighbourliness principle in EU law differs from what can 
be observed in traditional international law. 
 
5. The integration process has changed the relationship between the Member States and 
has made the EU an excellent example and an authentic model of good 
neighbourliness. 
 
6. The application of conditionality in EU foreign relations and enlargement is not 
incompatible with the principle of good neighbourliness as established in international 
law per se. 
 
7. The EU has failed to apply the good neighbourliness principle consistently in its 
foreign relations. 
 
8. The good neighbourliness principle has become an accession condition of 
overwhelming importance in EU enlargement process. 
  
9. The EU has failed to interpret and to apply the good neighbourliness principle 
consistently and within its legal framework in the enlargement process. 
10. Neighbourly love might be overestimated, but neighbours are there to stay – burning 
their house down puts your own safety at stake, yet no unnecessary romance needed. 
 
 
